A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
course allied herself with Walpole, who repaid the compliment
by doubling her private allowance out of the English taxes.
In Parliament Bolingbroke, who had returned, was far the
strongest figure in the Opposition. He perhaps alone under-
stood what the reign of Walpole meant, and how, under it,
England was more and more rooted in the oligarchic government
which he deplored. But the position of Walpole, strong as it
was, was further strengthened by his creation for the first time
of a homogeneous Cabinet, after what was to be later the accepted
type for many generations.
Hitherto the King had theoretically chosen his own ministers,
and had in part actually done so; for at least the Crown had a
voice in the matter. The ministers were taken from various
groups, and each could call himself (and, if he were of a belated
type of mind, actually think himself) a particular servant of the
Crown: not responsible to his colleagues. The strength of the
opposition to a Bill of Walpole's—the Excise Bill—gave him
the opportunity, in 1733, to suggest to George II and the Queen
the importance of having a united Ministry: in other words, of
still further increasing the power of the Prime Minister. The
inclusion of Lord Chesterfield was made the test. He was one
of Walpole's clique, and his office that of Lord Steward of the
Household, which office he had used independently of his
master to oppose the Excise Bill. On April 13, 1733, &e was
dismissed. In the next year Walpole finally broke Bolingbroke's
efforts to restore the older spirit of the country; he managed the
elections of that year with success—for, though his majority was
diminished, it remained a majority. Bolingbroke, who was now
fifty-six, gave up the struggle and retired to France; he came
back to England as a man of seventy-three, but lived in a retire-
ment which he used well, in various literary works, of which the
greatest—which might have been ultimately of profound effect-
contained The Idea of a Patriot King.
Walpole was further characteristic of his time in the attitude
he took towards English commerce. He renewed the monopoly
of the East India Company, giving it another thirty years' lease
of life: the whole of this long peace was, indeed, a quiet ex-
tension of English financial and colonial power, undisturbed
save by certain rivalries with the French in the lonely and almost
unpeopled backwoods of America which would grow into an
important conflict later on*
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